
      
MUSC 1510-20 MUSIC APPRECIATION(20248) 

 
Where:      Taft College rm. G Modular 09  
When:  10:10-11:25am on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
INSTRUCTOR: Kyle Burnham 
   Email: kburnham@taftcollege.edu 
OFFICE HOURS: 11:30-12:00pm on Thursdays in G Modular 09   
  
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)  
Upon successful completion of this course the student will be able to:  
1.	Identify	the	main	styles	of	compositions	and	form	in	Western	music..	
2.	Differentiate	and	analyze	the	different	techniques	used	by	composers	and	musician	in	
western	cultures.	
3.	Apply	their	knowledge	of	the	various	styles	from	various	periods	in	connoisseurship	
activities	with	actual	musical	compositions	in	a	concert	setting.	
4.	Synthesize	different	perspectives	to	write	an	original	research	paper	on	a	composer.	
These outcomes will be assessed through listening quizzes, homework, 
assignments, and written reviews of concert events.   
 
Introduction - This is a course about listening. We will listen to many 
different kinds of music together and discuss the history, the musicians’ 
stories, the structure and technique of the music, and the influence and 
relevance of music to our lives. Everyone is expected to attend each class 
session and contribute to the class discussion. Prior musical experience may 
be helpful, but it is not necessary to succeed in this course. Curiosity, 
enthusiasm, and open-mindedness are necessary in order to succeed in this 
course. 
 
Required Textbook– Music An Appreciation • 11th Edition Roger Kamien. ISBN 
978-0-07-802520-4 
 
Required Listening- Please get a Spotify account. You must 
access the playlists for this course using Spotify.     
 
 
Exams and Assignments - Remember to save all of your exams and papers 
until you receive your final grade from the registrar.  
 
There are a total of 1,000 points possible: 
 
Writing Assignments – 20% of Final Grade (2 x 100 points each)two take-
home writing assignments will be handed out. Each will consist of short essay 
questions that connect the student’s thoughtful response to the assigned 
music with themes that carry through the lectures and readings.  
Think of this as an informed critique, not a research project, so do not 
simply copy information from your textbook, class lectures, or the internet. 
Submitted assignments should consist of at least four full pages typed in 12-
point font and double-spaced. Each assignment will have its own due date. 
Late assignments will receive a maximum of 50% credit. 
 
Quizzes - 60% of Final Grade (4 x 150 points each)  Each of the four in-
class quizzes will include two short essay questions on material from the 



 

lectures and assigned reading. There will also be a listening portion on each 
quiz dealing with the identification of assigned music selections (titles and 
composers) from the assigned listening.   
No make-ups will be given for missed quizzes. Students who miss a quiz are 
advised to take advantage of the extra credit offered below. 
 
Live Concert Reviews - 20% of Final Grade (2 x 100 points each)  
Students are required to attend two live concerts during the semester. One of 
these must be a concert of classical music (orchestral, choral, opera, wind 
ensemble, chamber music or solo recital), and the other can be classical 
music, jazz, popular music, or world music. Both concerts must be either 
college or professional quality (no elementary or high school performances). 
Check with the instructor if you are unsure about a particular event. Each 
concert review will consist of two full pages (typed, 12-point, double 
spaced) critically analyzing the performance and how it relates to the 
subject matter presented in the class. Further guidelines are provided in a 
handout posted on the class website. Each Concert Review is due by the second 
class meeting after the concert. If personal circumstances prevent your  
ability to attend a concert this semester, speak with the instructor ASAP 
about the possibility of completing an alternate assignment.  
 
Final Grade Calculation as follows - 
Content Points Per Each Total Points 
4 Quizzes  150  600 
2 Concert Reports 100  200 
2 Written Assignments 100 200 
   
Final Grade  1000  
 
1000-900  =A 
899-800 =B 
799-700 =C 
699-600 =D 
599-  =F  
 
Extra Credit - Students may submit an additional concert review for up to 
100 extra credit points. These should follow the guidelines of the required 
concert review. Other extra credit opportunities may be announced in class.  
 
Course Schedule and Attendance - District policies require instructors 
to drop all non-attending students. Students have up to 24 hours after an 
absence to email the instructor with a valid excuse. Absences will only be 
excused for serious and/or compelling reasons. After two consecutive 
unexcused absences, the student will be dropped from the class. In the case 
of an unavoidable absence it is the student’s responsibility to keep up with 
the class progress. The grading scale is clearly presented in this syllabus 
so that students will be able to track their own progress in the course. If 
you have a specific question or issue, please make an appointment to meet 
with the instructor.  
 
Communication - It is important that students check their college-assigned 
email account regularly. Any out-of-class communication with the instructor 
must be initiated via email. When sending email to 
kburnham@taftcollege.edu please be sure to include Music 1510 
in the subject line. Credit will not be given for assignments submitted via 
email. Students must submit a hard copy directly. 



 

 
 
Classroom Protocol and Academic Integrity -  
‣Bring your textbook, notebook, this syllabus and all other handouts to each    
 class.  
‣Mobile phones will always be turned OFF or set to SILENT and put away before   
 the start of class.  
‣Any student using a mobile phone or any other electronic device during a  
 quiz or test will receive a ZERO grade for that test.  
‣Laptop computers and other electronic devices are not permitted for note- 
 taking. Recording devices are permitted in some situations, and only with  
 the permission of the instructor.  
‣Uninvited talking, singing along with the music, tapping/clicking pens,  
 shuffling papers, or other disruptions will not be tolerated during class.  
 Undistracted listening is crucial for everyone in the room.  
*** Remember this: “Music is a picture painted on a background of silence.” 
‣As per campus policy, food and candy are never allowed in the classroom.  
 Beverages are allowed as long as they are in a bottle or a container with a  
 lid. 
‣Do not wear strongly scented perfume or cologne in class. 
‣Do not begin packing up your belongings until you have been excused by the  
 instructor.  
‣Leaving class early is an unwelcome disruption, and it constitutes an  
 unexcused absence, unless your reason for leaving has been cleared with the  
 instructor in advance. 
‣Plagiarizing, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty will result in  
 a zero grade on the assignment, and may lead to a failing grade in the  
 course and further disciplinary action by the College.  
‣Should you choose to drop this class, it is your responsibility to notify  
 Admissions and Records prior to the drop date and communicate your decision  
 to the instructor.   
 
Course Scope and Content-  
 
Unit I The Materials of Music  
A. The art of listening  
B. Music and life  
C. Melody, harmony, rhythm, tempo, timbre  
D. The orchestra and its make-up  
E. Dynamics, form, style and notation  
 
Unit II. Medieval Gothic & Renaissance  
A. Motet & Madrigal  
B. Gregorian Chant  
 
Unit III The Baroque Period  
A, Bach and Handel  
B. Oratoria & Opera  
C. Harpsichord & Organ  
D. Compositional Styles (concerto grosso, ritornello)  
 
Unit IV Classical and Viennese Periods  
A. Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven  
B. The Classical Symphony  
 
 
 



 

 
 
Unit V Nineteenth-Century Romanticism  
A. Romanticism and music  
B. Short lyric forms (song and piano piece)  
C. Program music  
D. Nationalism  
E. Absolute music, the symphony, concerto  
F. Opera  
 
Unit VI More Materials of Music  
A. Key and scale  
B. Major-Minor system  
C. Development of themes  
D. Sonata form  
 
Unit VII Eighteenth-Century Classicism  
A. Classicism in music  
B. Chamber music  
C. From Classic to Romantic  
 
Unit VIII The Older Music  
A. Harmony and counterpoint: Musical texture  
B. The remote past  
C. The Baroque  
 
Unit IX The Twentieth Century  
A. The Post Romantics  
B. Impressionism  
C. The New Music  
 
Unit X The American Scene 
 
  
 


